
Memo To: AHHA Board of Directors 
       From: David Ortega 
    Subject: Reforestation Plan Survey Report 
         Date: October 11, 2016  
 

At the September 8 Board meeting approval was given to conduct a survey of AHHA 
members regarding the Reforestation Plan submitted by the Amenities Committee. I accepted 
responsibility to develop a survey and evaluate and report on the results.  
 

This report is being prepared before all surveys are counted. Officially today is the 
deadline for submission of surveys, but because the Postal service may delay delivery of some 
responses any surveys received after today will be counted in the final tally report to the Board. I 
do not anticipate that the few surveys that may still be received will significantly affect the 
statistical results.  
 
 This survey was designed with only one objective, which was to measure the degree of 
support for the Reforestation Plan before the Board. The survey did not attempt to measure 
attitudes (“How you feel or what do you think about the plan?); behavior (“What should be done 
to adopt or reject the plan?); knowledge of the plan nor how the plan should be implemented. It 
was important in designing the survey to avoid unintentionally creating issues or complicating an 
already controversial matter.  
 
 It is important that the Board thoroughly understand that this is a survey, not a 
referendum. We are not counting votes, only recording statistical responses to a range of views 
about the proposed reforestation plan. Therefore, it is important that we discus the results in 
statistical terms and not numbers. There is one final point to note. In a population of 150 
surveyed members, we should expect a 100% response. Since we did not get a response close 
to that number, we must be careful not to speculate why 50% did not respond. Statistically, the 
results do have a high degree of reliability, but I am not prepared to state a degree of reliability. 
This may appear to open the door to individuals who oppose the plan. But I will remind them 
that the results nevertheless provide a high degree of validity to generalize with confidence  
where the majority of AHHA members stand on this issue.  
 
 Herewith, without interpretation are the results. About 30% of the members prefer that 
that no trees be planted or only plant trees to replaced dead or diseased trees. The other 70% 
support planting replacement trees plus additional trees up to the 23 recommended in the 
proposed plan. Of the 30%, 3% do not want any trees planted in the Commons and 27% want 
replacement trees. A table showing these results is provided below.  
 

Survey Option Number Percent 

1. No trees 2 2.8% 

2. Replacement trees only 19 26.7% 

3. Replacement plus a few more 6 8.5% 

4. Support the plan but with less 
trees 

1 1% 

5. Full support of the plan 43 60.5% 

 
 


